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ground from under the feet of all rivals, and the
Academy could meet twice a week as before and
mumble its definitions with serene assurance. From
this false security it was roused by the incident
which my " dumpy twelve " recounts.

It was from the very heart of their own body that
the great attack upon their privileges unexpectedly
fell upon the Academicians. In 1662 they had
elected (in the place of De Boissat, a very obscure
original member) the Abb6 of Chalivoy, Antoine
Fureti&re. This man, born in Paris of poor parents
in 1619, had raised himself to eminence as an
Orientalist and grammarian, and was welcomed
among the Forty as likely to be particularly helpful
to them in their Dictionary work. He was probably
one of those men whose true character does not
come out until they attain success. But no sooner
was Fureti&re an Immortal than he began to dis-
tinguish himself in unanticipated ways. He proved
himself an adept in parody and satire, and so long
as he contented himself with laughing at people like
Charles Sorel, the author of Francion, who had no
friends, the Academicians were calm and amused,
But Fureti6re was not merely the author of that
extremely amusing medley, Le Roman Bourgeois
(1666), which still holds its place in French literature
as a minor classic, but he was also a real student of
philology, and one of those who most ardently
desired to see the settlement of the canon of French
language. It incensed him beyond words that his
colleagues dawdled so endlessly over their com-
mittees and their definitions. He began to make
collections of his own, no doubt at first with the